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Translating Antonyms in the Quran into English
The Issue and the Method
Abstract:

There is a specific class of words in Arabic, which contains every
word that carries two opposite meanings. This class has been given the
name «Ad’dady». or «antonyms» or «opposites» when The Quran has been
translated into English. Translators faced great difficulty in translating
these words from Arabic to English; because English did not know this
type of linguistic phenomenon. For this reason, the translators' treatment
differed with these words; they translated a lexical translation sometimes
and neglected the context of the text Many times. This research highlights
this phenomenon.
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Pickthall Lo! Abraham was a nation delaa
Yusuf Ali Abraham was indeed a model, ald/
Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah (a iy a5
Kh& Hilali leader having all the good ielaa

righteous qualities), or a nation,
VERILY, Abraham was a man who

. e & day
Asad combined V\_/lthm himself all il s
virtues,
A. Haleem Abraham was truly an example®? FIsai
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. Lo! thou art today in our presence e
Pickthall established and trusted. o
Yusuf Ali and fidelity fully proved! SRige
Kh& Hilali " high in rank and fully trusted."” SR
Asad high standing with us, invested with e
— all trust
A. Haleem you will have our trust and favour.'® g
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Pickthall this land made safe sale
Yusuf Ali this City of security, Csaba /3]

Kh& Hilali by this city of security Csale /3a

Asad this land secure! salo

A. Haleem by this safe town,?* Osale
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Pickthall the wild beasts are herded together, Ciead
Yusuf Ali the wild beasts are herded together Cizaa

- the wild beasts shall be gathered ..
Kh& Hilali wouether g o ol
Asad all beasts are gathered together, Cizaa
A. Haleem wild beasts are herded together™ Cieas
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Pickthall Then turneth it to russet stubble. U JiLa
Yusuf Ali make it (but) swarthy stubble. oSk
Kh& Hilali And then makes it dark stubble. (2s) S
thereupon causes it to decay into rust- .
Asad brown stubble! o
A. Haleem then made it dark debris.*® Sk
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Pickthall But I will to keep it hidden i/
Yusuf Al My design is to keep it hidden i/
Kh& Hilali My Will is to keep it hidden i/
Asad | have willed to keep it hidden, ey
A. Haleem | choose to keep it hidden* ey
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Pickthall he who feareth from a testator e
Yusuf Ali if anyone fears partiality i3/
Kh& Hilali he who fears from a testator e
Asad one has reason to fear that g/
A. Haleem if anyone knows that *° Al
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Pickthall If a woman feareth ill treatment s/
Yusuf Ali If a wife fears cruelty or desertion g/
Kh& Hilali And if a woman fears cruelty s/
if a woman has reason to fear ill- X
</
Asad treatment s
A. Haleem If a wife fears high-handedness *° i 53/
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Pickthall if ye doubt <L
Yusuf Ali if ye have any doubts <l
Kh& Hilali if you have doubts <L
Asad if you have any doubt <l
A. Haleem If you are in doubt,>® els
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Pickthall And it may happen that Allah will —ela

vouchsafe (may)

Yusuf Ali Ah! perhaps Allah will give (thee) — <L

victory, (perhaps)

Kh& Hilali Perhaps Allah may bring a victory ela J/

Asad But God may well bring about good ela

fortune

A. Haleem But God may well bring about a ela
triumph!?’
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Pickthall It may happen that his Lord, if he ela
divorce you,
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that Allah (be
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his Lord (be
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A. Haleem His Lord may well replace you with el
better wives'®?

e 1 OUAS Al adal) e ¢ QUK lae La A0 (8 cad GLE Jiaa ) san jial) A

o] caliadl) el )l

YA plod oglshs £A


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/8187385073?ie=UTF8&tag=islamawakened-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=8187385073
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/996074079X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=islamawakened-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399349&creativeASIN=996074079X
https://www.islamawakened.com/index.php/qur-an/translation-descriptions-in-progress/75-muhammad-asad-translation-the-message-of-the-qur-an
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/019957071X?ie=UTF8&tag=islamawakened-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=019957071X
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/8187385073?ie=UTF8&tag=islamawakened-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=8187385073
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/996074079X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=islamawakened-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399349&creativeASIN=996074079X
https://www.islamawakened.com/index.php/qur-an/translation-descriptions-in-progress/75-muhammad-asad-translation-the-message-of-the-qur-an
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/019957071X?ie=UTF8&tag=islamawakened-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=019957071X

LNSEY) 5 gl A gl I o 3l 8 Sazal) daa 53
- PR Ha Y (SO & DX

:/ift;.fﬂ/ (@j‘j@ ){’/Aﬁ’})‘[&&ééﬂé«d‘é ﬁ,dwuﬁ(fw xale =aale)-\ "
f{b/;;/‘ci,,r;,i;//éatc ¥ ,-(_J,gﬂ/gs'j_.c.w/ G pall 228 6 dacarl] oLl 6 JE /
(ppars s A aale 558 O i [l a s el Y ppane Yool fain) Ga Y]
i lasle ) iy al il G asil fasi G5 Gull (G S Gl s sl

(1170)" 5% g o sehaa e o lS 5 Lo L E LS p plada
rad Of (A e Uodaaiay Al JE o llY e )al) 3 sa g ae] Ginall (5 puball (i )
oS po_y sgdiall A sline s (5l Lalins 6 Gl 0ai S 3] e ina 4 asale "

Y el ol po o gill pnaale Y 7 5i Sl ins G o Ul Lo 5 5 elSiaua (S jse o el
by (VX)) Y A e e asil) oaid Y e LS ctilie (pe Uladls Las ) re
e palall Gl iy Gl ga pano ira (maale) ) g S cun el
cole Dl 4 siaall g aalell 5 Gl g sl 3 pmial) inall o dio 4T Sl Lail 5 2 siazall

(7 )" AY des Jas Joan Logild
ol aale JS Y ituay olive Ao (aale) of A i Gl G (A el
Maﬁuﬁ.’/’gwbﬂwu/_&} pAsara J e g

pa sl Laa il Lo el ixall
Pickthall there is none that saveth from the Adio
commandment of Allah
Yusuf Ali nothing can save, from the command of Lisy
Allah,
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Pickthall those who stayed behind. Crtd]

Yusuf Ali those who legged behind. ]

Kh& Hilali those who remained behind (in the o il

torment). =)

Asad who was among those that stayed Crildl
behind

A. Haleem his wife who stayed behind!#4 el
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, Allah disdaineth not to coin the bl 84 o
Pickthall similitude even of a gnat. LLd/
Yusuf Al the similitude of things, lowest as el - S
well as highest.
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more when it is bigger (or less when it
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A. Haleem with something as small as a gnat, or ial- S
larger®>°
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Pickthall three (monthly) courses [
Yusuf Ali three monthly periods. [
Kh& Hilali for three menstrual periods, ol
Asad three monthly courses [
A. Haleem three monthly periods **° uan
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Pickthall feed the beggar CrSasall
Yusuf Ali feed such as (beg not but) live in odic Loy xidy (23]
contentment, S Vs

Kh& Hilali feed the beggar who does not ask | Jiw ¥ 53/ _pddll

(men),
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Pickthall And do not set up rivals to Allah Lol
Yusuf Ali then set not up rivals unto Allah e/
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Pickthall while ye yourselves forget (o
Yusuf Ali and forget yourselves el
Kh& Hilali you forget yourselves (o
Asad you forget your own selves (e
A. Haleem and forget to do it (o

yourselves'’’

Y 2l gt Al a N o ennd) inall (o Glanail] (ino e g jiall G

[TV ] (o Al | pu)

AGY to_alls o 530 5] (S Y A& 134 u\(alc\j((ag_\.w.ﬁan\ )" 1 VN s
Ll ¢ (05 b Gl LR 5Y 3 adle 1 ot L 288D o i) e slibea
s G sh s el e 3 (Jlak S B 32 sd

jin palia Gl palolad Gouiall Ajia Jha (A8 8041 1855 o6l slia U539
AT 5 49 55 e Gl

pa D83 A 58 ) e L5 3Lally 1 D83 ) &0 L AN A Bl

(M)A A
el Laa _ill L pells inal/
Pickthall They forget Allah Sluadl]
Yusuf Ali They have forgotten Allah; sl
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