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Crisis of Standard Arabic in Lebanon: Sociolinguistics Study

Abstract:

Lebanon is located on the east coast of the Mediterranean in the
southwest of Asia, and is the only Arab country in the Middle East where
Christianity occupies the position. Its population and ethnic structure are
complex and it has experienced complex social changes in history, which
makes the Lebanese people have great differences in language use habits. It
can be seen that the development of Arabic in Lebanon is an issue worthy
of in-depth study. This paper has summurized the development of Arabic
in the whole Lebanese society by vertically review and horizontally
comparision. Through the field survey, it is found that French is widely
used in Lebanon. The signs of various shops and public facilities are all
marked in Arabic and French. The status of French in Lebanese society is
difficult to shake, and the full revitalization of standard Arabic will take
time. Based on this, this paper further analyzes the impact of the use of
multiple foreign languages in Lebanon on the standard Arabic, concludes
that the current Arabic crisis has the characteristics of wide range, long
duration and deep impact, and analyzes the root causes of the standard
Arabic crisis in Lebanon from four aspects: education and society, network
technology, the characteristics of the standard language itself, and identity
differences.

Keyword: Lebanon, Standard Arabic, Foreign Languages, Dialect, Crisis
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